
PRESS RELEASE   CONTACT: CulturalExchangeProgram@gmail.com 
October 1, 2018.   Nyela Basney, BHAAAS Artistic Director 
 
 

Two American musicians chosen for the prestigious cultural 
exchange program with the Sarajevo Philharmonic 

 
Two young American musicians have been selected from a national search to 
participate in the International Cultural Exchange for Classical Musicians. This 
program, sponsored by the Bosnian Herzegovinian American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, is in its 8 year, and places talented young musicians in a 10 month residency 
performance program with the Sarajevo Philharmonic, Bosnia. Each participant will 
receive free housing accommodations while they are in Bosnia, sponsored by the 
Bosnian Minister of Culture, as well as a living stipend from the Sarajevo Philharmonic. 
 
The musicians selected to participate for the 2018-2019 season are: Jordan Bidwell, 
Bassoon, from Miami, Florida; and Megan Hurley, French Horn, from Madison, 
Alabama. These musicians will perform in symphonic, opera, and ballet concerts from 
September 2018 through July 2019.  
 
The mission of the Bosnian-Herzegovinian American Academy of Arts and Sciences is 
to provide connections between Bosnian-Herzegovinian and scientists, musicians, 
artists, and professionals in North America to build bridges of cooperation between our 
countries. The Academy promotes the spirit of intellectual diversity and free exchange 
of ideas in the belief that knowledge is shareable wealth. 
 
The Sarajevo Philharmonic was founded in 1923 and has played an important role in 
shaping the musical life of Sarajevo and Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Sarajevo 
Philharmonic is a fulltime orchestra that currently performs in the National Theatre in 
Sarajevo and tours throughout the region. 
 
The Sarajevo Philharmonic operated without interruptions throughout the siege of 
Sarajevo from 1993-1995. Although Sarajevo was exposed to daily bombardment from 
the surrounding hills which killed over 10,000 of its citizens, the Philharmonic held nine 
concerts in the 1993-1994 season, 21 concerts in the 1994-1995 season, and 41 
concerts in the 1995-1996 season. Out of those 41 concerts, 10 were held prior to 
November 1995, when the Dayton Peace Agreement was signed. The Philharmonic lost 
two musicians during the siege. 
 
The International Cultural Exchange Program for Classical Musicians selection of the 
musicians was done by Conductor and Artistic Director of the Cultural Exchange 
Program, Nyela Basney; The Artistic Council of the SP orchestra; and Eldin E 
Karaikovic, BHAAAS Cultural Exchange Program Project Director. The applicants 
submitted copies of their performance resumes and unedited DVDs of their playing. The 
applicants also included a short video about why they wanted to participate in the 
program. Below are their biographies and photos.  
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Jordan Bidwell is an American bassoonist and contrabassoonist. She knew she 
wanted to be a musician at 11 years old while watching the Dallas Symphony Orchestra 
performs during a school field trip. Jordan later traveled to Los Angeles to earn a 
Bachelor of Music in bassoon performance from the University of Southern California, 
and then began graduate school at the University of Miami, earning a master’s degree 
and an artist diploma, also in bassoon performance. She has studied with Shawn 
Mouser, Gabriel Beavers, and Jonna Griffith.  

Jordan loves playing in the orchestra because it is so easy to make people happy. She 
feels humbled to be in a profession that makes a person’s day better rather than worse. 
Travel is the only thing that rivals Jordan’s love of music. She is greatly inspired by the 
different foods, landscapes, and languages of other countries. Her favorite things 
include mystery stories, beer, wine, and strong coffee. Jordan’s ideal career path is to 
win a job doubling on bassoon and contrabassoon in an orchestra that tours around the 
world. She also hopes to be an author of short stories, inspired by the places she has 
visited.  

 

 
 
Megan Hurley is an undergraduate horn performance major at the University of 
Colorado at Boulder studying under Michael Thornton. She currently performs with the 
CU Orchestra and Eklund Opera, and she recently performed Florent Schmitt’s Lied et 
Scherzo with the CU Wind Symphony. Ms. Hurley has attended Boston University 
Tanglewood Institute and Aspen Summer Music Festival. She frequently guest 
performed with the United States Army Japan Band. 

 


